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This advice has been prepared to assist the allotment societies in the London Borough of Barnet to successfully manage their allotment sites under the Council’s self management regime.   This is not general advice about the use and handling of all forms of asbestos – it is focused on the safe management of existing asbestos cement sheets.   This is usually found as corrugated roofing on sheds on allotment sites but sometimes in the form of shed walls or rainwater gutters, pipes or hoppers.
Nearly all allotment sites in the borough have sheds with corrugated asbestos cement roofs, some of the sheds being owned by plot holders, some by the allotment societies and some by the Council.   People are aware that asbestos can be dangerous to health and expensive to remove, and are understandably concerned at the prospect of taking responsibility for it.   Many plot holders and some societies are already responsible for asbestos roofing on sheds they own.  Under self management, the societies and plot holders are responsible for all such installations.
BAF does not know of any asbestos on any allotment site in the borough which is not sheet asbestos cement and nearly all of this is corrugated roofing sheet.   Any discovery of other forms of asbestos would be potentially dangerous to health.   If discovered it should not be disturbed, but investigated and reported on by a competent professional person, and if necessary rendered safe or removed by a licensed asbestos contractor.

Asbestos cement is quite different.   In ordinary circumstances it is safe to continue using without significant health risks.   The asbestos is concentrated in the centre of the board and the surface layers are principally cement.   The cement binds and holds the asbestos fibres throughout the board so that they cannot normally escape into the air.

WORKING WITH ASBESTOS CEMENT

Sound Asbestos Cement
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) states in their introduction to asbestos cement, Asbestos Essentials, that “You don’t need a licence to carry out work with asbestos cement and it doesn’t need to be notified”.   See   http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/essentials/cement.htm
HSE’s Asbestos Essentials, lists all the HSE’s asbestos advice sheets.   The most useful for allotment societies which are intending to maintain or remove sound asbestos cement sheet themselves are:

Cleaning weathered asbestos cement   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a12.pdf
Drilling holes in asbestos cement   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a9.pdf
Repairing damaged asbestos cement   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a13.pdf
Painting asbestos cement sheets   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a16.pdf
Removing asbestos cement sheet   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a14.pdf
The principles underlying this advice appear to be:
1 Take basic simple precautions as described to protect yourself and other people.

2 Do not abrade the asbestos cement sheet (especially when cleaning) and do not disturb or work it more than necessary.

3 Damp down any possible release of fibres when working the asbestos sheet.

4 Dispose of the residue safely and legally.

Highly Friable Asbestos Cement
The only exception to this general advice can be found in the HSE advice sheet Advice on non licensed work with asbestos at   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a0.pdf   This identifies in its Decision Flow Chart that when maintaining or removing friable or crumbly asbestos cement the proposed work has to be notified online at   https://extranet.hse.gov.uk/lfserver/external/asbnnlw1   but the work can still be done by unlicensed people.   Asbestos cement is very unlikely to be highly friable unless it has been subject to very forceful destruction or considerable abrasion.   

This leaflet takes into account the latest legislation The Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012.   These regulations require training, record keeping and medical examinations for workers from April 2015 for notifiable unlicensed work.   This requirement would be very onerous for an allotment society and, for this reason, if you are intending to maintain or remove highly friable asbestos cement you are advised to use a licensed contractor.

REPLACING ASBESTOS CEMENT
There is no safety need to replace undamaged asbestos cement materials.   But if you do choose to replace (usually) a roof bear in mind the following:

1 Do not climb on top of an asbestos cement roof.   Asbestos cement sheets are fragile and not designed to carry the weight of a person.

2 Remove, wrap, seal, label and dispose of the asbestos cement in accordance with the HSE leaflet referred to above and at   http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/a14.pdf
3 Asbestos roofing sheet can be replaced with many different materials.   When selecting a material for an allotment shed issues to address include strength, anticipated life, rust resistance, appearance, condensation, fixing method,  cost of sheets, and ease and cost of installation:   Two possible replacement materials are:
· Fibre cement corrugated sheets which are exactly like asbestos cement sheets except that they are reinforced with polypropylene strips instead of asbestos fibres.   
· Steel profiled sheet available galvanized or coloured in various profiles including traditional corrugated.
4
Never re-use asbestos cement products once they have been removed from a building.
DISPOSING OF ASBESTOS CEMENT

The London Borough of Barnet publishes information on how and where to dispose of asbestos products on their website at:   www.barnet.gov.uk/citizen-home/environmental-health/asbestos.html
In addition to this official advice the Council has in the past had their contractor collect asbestos cement from allotment sites provided it is in sealed plastic bags.

FURTHER ADVICE

The Asbestos Information Centre is a good place for advice on asbestos generally, and asbestos cement and its management.   The Centre is an independent organisation funded by asbestos related advertising on their website which can be found at:   http://www.aic.org.uk/index.htm
The Asbestos Removal Contractors Association provides search facility for finding asbestos removal contractors on their website at   www.arca.org.uk
Andrew Brown, BAF Support Officer
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